lost periodicals, 

One hundred and fifty out of four thousand! that means one out of ab 

ly twenty-seven! 

It may be pertinent here to suggest the extent of the field. First come] 

thlies. A dozen are recalled ina breath. Then there are the semi-mo 

The weeklies are so numerous that their existence only may be remq 

d in this brief writing ; and so with the unnumbered dailies throughout 

, to the pages of which a vast amount is contributed by those outside 

lar staff. Extra Sunday editions are an especial attraction. There are 
rterlies and the large number of periodicals devoted to special business 
sts—in nearly all of which room is made for literary work of either an 
ctive or entertaining nature. And there is not one of these publicatio 

atter how obscure, that is not the recipient of a startling quantity of mat 
tling because of the excess of the supply over the demand, and becausg 
question which this production and its encouragement raises in 
ds of the thoughtful. 

Having in mind the discouraging statistics which the young woman 

nteered, the suggestion was ventured that, in the face of such odds aga 

ess, it seemed cruel—even wrong—to encourage the young who are ¢ 
ous for a literary career to prosecute their endeavors in that direction. 

‘They should not write with the expectation of receiving money for t 
ite 

It was the answer of the same warmly-clothed, well-fed, safely-hou 

an, and is quoted to call attention to a pernicious tendency. 

At the risk of opposing a time-honored sentiment, the assertion is I 
He that no young writer should ever submit to a publisher any effort fo 
eptance of which he does not demand a certain monetary equivalent. 
The wise aspirant for literary honors regards his publisher as a keen b 
ls man to whom he brings wares tosell. No matter how elevated his the 

nows that its acceptance depends upon its marketable value. He is ¢ 

therefore, to train his thought along the line of popular taste. The thi 
lely determined, he recognizes the value of the mechanical part—his cq 
clean, neat, distinct. He never forgets nor loses sight of, for one mo 

fact that the competition is enormous, and that the one thing that can 

y make his work outvie the work of hundreds of others will be the i 

into it of some unique, original, practical quality which the publisher g 
bgnize as salable. He has no false ambition to see himself in prin 
ity’s sake. His effort accepted, he has the self- respecting consciousne 
wing it is because of its specific value, and justly demands for hims 
| equivalent. 


